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A species that has to be adapted to a life in captivity 
is subjected to a process in which it is gradually 

altered via goal-oriented breeding in order 
to enable the desired characteristics to 

emerge. The primary objective of such 
a programme is often to improve the 

characteristics of the species with 
respect to þ esh quality, growth rate 
or resistance to disease. Because 
farmed individuals have a high 
survival rate and broodstock 
ý sh are selected on the basis 
of relatively few criteria, the 
cultured animals may become 
more ñspecialised ñ than 
the wild strains from which 
they originated - their genetic 

variability is reduced after many 
generations in culture. In nature, 

environmental conditions are more 
variable and challenging than those 

in a ý sh farm. Adaptation and survival 
demand a wide range of responses and 

behaviours which are not necessarily 
maintained in culture. If an individual escapes 

from a ý sh farm, there is a good likelihood that 
both the escapee itself and its descendents will have a 

reduced ability to survive in nature.
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