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The clc~vclopment of functional larval stages is described i r t  relation to diffeerent yolk sac 

st;~gc,s. Siol.phologica1 ;inti histologic;~l tvork has bee11 done c-on( omitantly .i\-itll the obsei-vation 
oil the 1;lrv;tl fcctliilg hchaviour. Larvae tvel-e fctl diffcrerit s i ~ e s  of phytop1;tnkters ;ind ilauplii 
of/l~-tcr~tin rnli~rri. <:or1 larva<. pt-ovetl to avoirl small f1;tggelatcs hut \vc.rc. activr feeders o n  bigger 
sized phytopi;~nktcrs. The pi-ohlem concerning the iliiluente of phytop1;tnkters o n  rile first 
fcctling cot1 1arv;tc is disc ~rssetl. <:oti 1;1rvae \\.(:I-c sho\vn to be ;t visual f'redrr o n  nauplii and  the 
light intensity threshold \vas hct\veen 0.1- 0.4 lux. 

T h c  poirlt of r ~ o  r c t ~ ~ r n  (PNR) is tentatively detcrr~linctl, anti the cod larval conditioil at that 
st;tgc is coiiip;rrctl io 1;1i.v;11 groups fi-on1 tile enclos~u-c experiment (F.I,I.EKTSEN a1 (I/., 107%) 
1~hic.h hati cxpcricncctl tiifferent f'cctiirlg conrlitions. The  follo\vi~lg characters \\.rI-e fomitl 
cuii;rblc fol- tlctcriilii~iilg (he  cor~tlitiorl of first fc~rtlit~g coti 1arv;tr: the sire of the yolk sac, larval 
si;nitl;trcl length, tlr) \\-right, height of the nlyotome, the tiiffcrcrltiatio~~ of the s~viin hl;ttltler 
anti the ;tiiiiicrlt;~rv 11-;tcr. 

T h e  present paper describes soxne biological aspects of t:ocl lar-vae, Gc~t1u.s 
rrtorhuc~, to suppor-t the inter-pretittiotl of the coiltiition of larvae sampled at 

sea. T h e  main ol?jective of rhe irlresrigation has bee11 to stutly allti tlesc:r-ibe 
fuilctior~al larval stages ancl the larval feecling behaviour- on tiifferent plank- 
ters at the tirl~e of fsirst feecling. Lahoi-ato1-y experii~letits have heen perfor-- 
rnrci under- teniperatui-e contlitiorl close t o  the meail relnperatu1.e in the 
rilaiil spitrt.ning al.e;i of the Ai-c-to-Noi-tt~egian cot1 (see ELLEKTSEN ~t (11. 
197%). 



Sirnilai- studies of the larval behaviour and feeding have been perforrnecl 
011 other species (BLAXTER 1966, ROSENTHAL and HEMPEL. 1970, HIJN~I.EK 
1972). The cocl larval growth anct respiration are studied in the laboratory 
by LAURENC:E (1978). The feeding behaviour and the ecology of mari~le fish 
larvae have recently been reviewed by HUNTER ( 1  979). Extensive investiga- 
tions on first feeding cod larvae are reported by F,I.IERTSEN ~t r ~ l .  (1  979a, b 
and c). 

h I A T E K 1 A I . S  A N D  M E T H O D S  

Artificially fertili~ecl eggs of Arcto-Nor~vegiai~ cod were obtained in 
March from the Lofoten area. The eggs fi-orn various fernales were kept 
separate and urere sent by air to the Institute of Marine Research, Bergen, 
the clay after fertilization. 

The eggs (10 ml) were incubated in 3 1 perspex cylinders, with open 
circulation of filtered sea water. (TILSETH and ST R g z r M E  1976). The cylinders 
were placed in telnperature controlled water baths of 3°C and 5"C, ? 0.5'6. 
The salinity was from 34-34.7% during the experiment. About 500 larvae, 
hatched o n  the same clay, were stocked in separate ~yliilders with the open 
circulation of filtered sea water. 

DEVELOPII~ENT,  LARVAL YOLK SAC STAGES 

Ten larvae from each stock were coilserved in 4% formalin every day 
and later examilled for morphological studies and standard length measu- 
rement. 

FAEDING INCIDEl\ICE, Il\'FLUENLED BY LIGHT INTt,h'SITY 

Feeding experi~nents were collductecl in 3 1 aquaria (15 cm in diam. 22 
cm high) with stagnant filtered sea water. An <<air lift. kept the density of 
food particles in the water volume l~omogeneous. 

These experiments were desig~lecl to study the cod larval feeding beha- 
viour and feeding incidence on different plankters of clifferent sizes under 
different light conditions. Experiments were daily performed as feeding 
incidence on starved groups of 30 larvae from the same stock. Each experi- 
ment lasted for 6 hours; larvae were coilserved in 4% formalin and later 
examined for the gut content. 

Larvae were fed Dunnl~vlln sp. (7-9 prn) at 1 000, 10 000 and 100 000 
cells/ml. Fluorescent lamps provided about 1 000 lux at the water surface. 
The experiments started on day 1 and ended on day 12 after hatching. The 
~Iil~oflagellatPrrzdi~~iutn trocl~ozdurn (50-80,um) was given at food consentra- 
tion of 1 000 cells/rnl in three 3 1 aquaria where the light intensity was 
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adjusted by ileutral filters to 1 000, 10 and 0 lux at the water surface. The 
experiinent started on day 5 and ended at the age of 12 days. 

Cod larvae were fed Artenzia salina nauplii (250 pm carapax length) at 1 
i~auplius/ml. Using neutral filters the light at the water surface was adjusted 
to 1 000, 10, 1.4, 0.4 and 0.1 lux. The experiment started on day 1 and 
ended on day 13 after hatching. 

FEEDIAJG BEHAVIOUR 

Cod larvae were placed in a 10 x 10 x 1 cm wide perspex chamber in a 
thermostat at 5"C, and their feeding behaviour was observed through a 
low-powered binocular microscope. 

Fourteen 250 in1 glass cylinders containing sea water graded in 0 . 5 % ~  
salinity steps from 28 to 34.5% were placed in a thermostat with a constant 
temperature of 5°C. Salinities were prepared by adding distilled water to sea 
water of 34.7% salinity. Thirty larvae were anaesthetized in 1 : 20 000 MS 
222, and 10 larvae were transferred to each of three cylinders. In all 
insta~lces larvae were rinsed in the same salinity as that of the experimental 
cylinder. The neutral buoyancy of larvae was assessed according to the 
method of SOLEMDAL (1971). 

LARVAL RESPONSE TO LIGHT 

Fifty larvae of the same spaw11 were transferred to a 130 cm high, 15 cm 
diameter perspex tube 011 the day of hatching. The tube was held in a 
temperature co~ltrolled perspex water bath at 5°C 2 0.5"C, placed in a 
lightproof observatioil chamber. The tube was illuiniilated from above by a 
1 000 W halogen lamp. The light intensity could be varied by an adjustable 
auto transformer. A water bath was inserted between the lamp and the tube 
to prevent heating of the water. The light intensity was measured at the 
bottom of the tube. 

The larval reaction to changes in light intensity was most easily observed 
followii~g adaption to dark. Therefore larvae were adapted to 14 hours of 
dark. Then the light was slowly increased to 80 000 lux followed by a slow 
reduction to 1 000 lux, and the number of larvae moving vertically were 
observed 10 minutes later. The number of larvae showing swimming beha- 
viour associated with searching for food were observed for 15 minutes 
following two hours adaption to light (1 000 lux). These observations were 
made daily from the time of hatching until death from starvation. 



0'01) LARVAL COI\'DITION I:\' RELATION TO FIRST FEEDING 

In an attempt t o  estimate the corrditioil of first feeding cod larvae in 
relation to PNR,  yolk sac larvae were released in the enclosure (see EI~L.EKT- 
SEN ~t nl. 1979b) at the same time as larvae were starved in the laboratory. 

In the present paper three groups of larvae will be compared. T w o  
groups were releasecl in the basin, referred to as ~seconcl group. anti #third 
group.. A hatch of larvae from the third group starved in the laboratory at 
6°C in two 8 liter jars. Each clay larvae were sampled fi-om the jars ancl the 
ellclosure starting at the age of 4 clays, and in this experi~nent e~lcting at the 
age of 20 clays. Larvae were preserved in 4% formalin ailcl examined later 
for the following characters: the yolk sac stage was deter~ni~lecl according to 
the description given on page 33 (see Fig. 1); standard length was measured 
to the nearest 0.1 mm; the myotoine height was measurecl behind the anus 
to the nearest 0.01 mm; the larval dry \\.eight was measured on a Beckmann 
electrobalallce to the nearest 1 pg,  and the development ofthe swim blaclder 
and the gut was studied. 

YOLK S A C  S T A G E S  
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Fig. 1. Stantlarci length of cocl larva? from hatching until death from starvation at 3'C:: points 
are the mean of ten larvae of tile salnr female fish. The tlur;ttion of characteristic yolk 
sac stages is plotteci against larval age. Thc  tinie of development of f~unctional eyes 
(FEY), ,jar\. (FJ) anti the encl of the yolk sac stage (XI'S) are indicated. 



KESUL.TS 

LIEVELOPA~EIVT, LARVAL I'OLK SAC: STAGES 

The  cteveloplnerlt of the cod larval standard length at S0C, and the 
follo~ving clescriptioil of the yolk sac stages are shown in Fig. 1,  from the 
time of hatching until death fi-orn starvation. 

Stage 1 :  At the time of hatching the larvae were floating close to the 
surface with the yolk sac upwards. T h e  rnouth is not yet open, the eyes are 
not fully piginented (greyish) and the yolk sac is eggshaped. 

Stage 2 : Within 24 hours the larvae get oriented and the yolk sac become 
spherical. The  eyes become more pigmented (greyish-brown). 

Stage 3: The  mouth opens at the age of 2 clays. The  eyes are nearly fully 
piginented, and more than 50 percent of larvae respond to a change in light 
inte~lsity (Fig. 8). The  yolk sac is elliptical. 

Stage 4: At the age of 3 to 4 days the eyes become fully pigmented and 
the larval activity increases. The  yolk sac is cylindrical. 

Stage 5: At the age of 5 days the jaw becomes functiollal (Fig. 2), and 
larvae are for the first time observed with food particles in the gut. T h e  yolk 
sac is still cylindrical. The  gut has grown in volume and is bigger than the 
yolk sac. 

Stage 6: Only vemai~ls of the yolk are observed in the yolk sac. 
Stage 7: The  yolk will be completely absorbed at the age of 9 days. T h e  

epithelium of the yolk sac and a few granules call be seen only. (Fig. 1.) 
Illcubation of larvae at ,5"C will advance the.development. The  eyes will 

become fu~lctional at the age of 2 clays and the jaw at the age of 4 days. The  
yolk sac will be fully absorbecl ~vithin 8 days. 

FIRST FEEIlIiL'G AhTD FEEDIi\'G BEHAVIOUR 

Cod larvae start first feeding on Artelnzn nauplii at the age of 5 days at 
5°C. Observations of the larval feecli~lg behaviour showed that the larva 
inailoeuvred carefully towards the prey organisin using the pelvic fins, 
ope~led  the mouth, expanded the oral cavity and the nauplius was sucked 
into the mouth. It was observed that larvae chased and reacted to prey 
organisms in front, above and below them. If larvae missed prey organisms, 
they would f o l l o ~ ~  the prey and make another try. 

Histological examinations of the head and the jaw of the larva showed 
that the maill inorphological changes occurred from the day of hatching till 
the 5th day. During this period the Meckel's cartilages, quadratum and 
l~yosymplecticum were fully for~necl and the jaw became fu~lctio~lal (Ar- 
~ ~ f i n n s o n ,  it1 press) (Fig. 2). 

Starved larvae exhibited feeding behaviour until the day before inass 
mortality of the larval population which occurred at  the age of 17 days at 
5OC. 



Fig. 2. Sections through cod larvae 2 and 5 days old. Mc: Meckel's cartilage, qu:  quadratum, 
hs: hyosymplecticum and n: notochord. 

FEEDING INCIDENCE, IhlFLUENCED BY LIGHT INTENSITY 

The feeding incidence during 6 hour feeding sessions of cod larvae from 
the age of 1 day to the age of 13 days are shown in Fig. 3. 

t oo ]  

t D A Y S  A F T E R  
EYS HATCHING 

Fig. 3. Cod larval feeding incidence on A~.temzcl ~nlzna nauplii at different light intensities 
following 6 hours feeding sessions. Larvae were starved 1 ,  2 . . . . 13 days 
respectively; points are the mean of 30 larvae of the same stock. 



Cod larvae started feecling on Art~mzn nauplii on day 4. T h e  feeding 
incidence increased towarcls the end of yolk absorption. The  highest fe- 
eding incidence, 85%, was observed at 1.4 lux on the day of yolk exhaustion. 
Feeding incidence never exceeded 55% at light intensities of 10 and 1 000 
lux. At these light regimes larvae were observed at the bottom of the 
cylinder at the end of the experiments. Feeding experiments at 0.4 lux 
started at the age of 9 days when feeding incidence \tias 33% and then 
dropped from 34% on day 10 to 0 on day 13. Cod larvae did not feed at 0.1 
lux. 

The  cod larval feeding incidence during 6 hour feeding sessions on the 
flagellat P~rzdznzurn trothotdurn (1 000 cells/ml) at 1 000, 10, and 0 lux is 
presented in Fig. 4. 

6 ! 10 12 
DAYS AFTER 

EYS HATCHING 

Fig. 4. Cod larval feeding incicience on PP~-idinium tmchoidu~n at clifferent light intensities 
follorvi~lg 6 hours feeding sessions. The larvae were starved 1 , 2 .  . . . 12 clays respecti- 
vely; points are the mean of 30 larvae of the same stock. Experirnen~s started at the 
larval age of 5 clays. 

Thcse experiments started at larval age of 5 days and terminateri on clay 
12. The  feeding incidence i~~creased  to~tlards the end of yolk absorption and 
reached 90% on day 7 at 1 000 lux, and decreasecl at all three light regimes 
from the age of 9 to 12 days. The  highest larval feeding incidence Mias 
observed at 1 000 lux. Cod larvae also proved to ingest P. trochozclum in 
complete darkness. 

More than 80% of cod larvae were observed with Dunnlzella sp. ( 1  00 000 
cells/n~l) present in the gut at the age of 1 day follo~ving 6 hour feeding 
experiment. Forty percent of larvae hacl <<green guts,) at  the lowest flagellate 
density (1 000 cells/n~l) (Fig. 5). AII examination of live cod larvae, using a 
loltr-powered binocular microscope, showecl that the flageilatcs incidentally 



entered the mouth of larvae and covered the viceral arches. When the 
viceral arches were clogged, the flagellates were swallowed. A substantial 
reduction of larvae with .green guts,, occurred from the fourth to the fifth 
day concoinitailtly with the development of the jaw which became f~incti- 
onal. Microscopic observatio~ls of live larvae showed that they were able to 
spit out the flagellates whenever the viceral arches became clogged. A11 
increase ill number of larvae with green guts was observed at the end of the 
experiment. 

t 
E Y S  

DAYS AFTER 
H A T C H I N G  

Fig. 5. Cod larval feetli~ig incitlence on L)~o~rilzclla sp. at clifferent cle~lsities follo\\.ing 6 hours 
fcctling sessions. 1-al-vae \\.ere s~arvccl 1, 2 . . . . 12 clays respectively; points are the 
111can of 30 larvae. 

The  relationship bet\tleen the standard length of first feeding cod larvae 
(aged 6 to 12 clays) and the mean ilumber of food particles in the larval gut is 
presented in Fig. 6. 

The  f i ~ u r e  sho~vs the results from laboratory experiments. First feeding 
cod larvae \\?ere feclArton12n ilauplii for G hours. These results are compared 
~ t i t h  the results from the enclosure experiment (larval age 7 to 10 days) and 
the illvestigatioll of first feeding cod larvae (yolk sac stage 5, 6 and 7), 
sampled at sea in the Lofoten (Fig. 6). All three investigations sho~v that 
longer larvae are able to catch more ilauplii than the shorter ones at first 
feeding (see also ELLEKT~EN et al., 1979 b, c). 



S T A N D A R D  L E N G T H  - MM 

Fig. 6. The mean namber of nauplii in the guts of first feeding cod larvae at different lengths 
observecl; 1 : in theenclosure experiment (n=290), 2: in the laboratory (n= 123), and 3: 
larvae sampled in the Lofo~en area (n=323).  (See text anti ELLERTSEN c)t nl. 1979b, c). 

BUOYANCY 

The  changes in neutral buoyancy during the period of yolk absorption 
till subsequent death from starvation of cod larvae of two females are sholvll 
in Fig. 7. 
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EY S D A Y S  A F T E R  H A T C H I N G  

Fig. 7. Changes in neutral buoyancy in cod larvae of two female fish, froin hatching until 
cleath from starvation; points are the mean of ten larvae. 



Larvae were rleutrally buoyant at about 2 8 % ~  salinity at the time of 
hatching and were heaviest at the end of t.he yolk exhaustion when they were 
neutrally buoyant at about 34.5% salinity. After the periocl of yolk absorp- 
tion, the specific gravity decreased and reached a illinimunl on day 13-14 
when larvae were ileutrally buoyant at about 3 1-30% salinity. Mihen larvae 
became moribund, the specific gravity increased, osmoregulation probably 
failed and they were sinking in 34.7% salinity. 

LARVAL S11'I1141\4I1\'6 BEHAVIOUR, RESPOl\'SE 7'0 LIGHT 

During the first 48 hours of larval life, cod larvae exhibited little locomo- 
tory activity. Two different swimming patterns were observed. A distinct 
feature of one of these patterns was that larvae executed a brief, but intense 
burst of swimming. The  tail and bocly beat from side to side and the burst 
lastecl for about one second. This pattern of srvimming was dominant 
during the yolk sac period with an increasing burst frequency towards the 
encf of yoik absorpiion. This pattern was very similar to the swimming 
pattern of anchovy larvae described as intermitteilt s~vimming by HUNTER 
( I  972). After yolk exhaustion the larval activity dropped. 

The  seconcl swinliniilg pattern was a continuous swimming where larvae 
beat the tail contiiluously for several seconds. This reaction was strongly 
stimulated when tapping the wall of the tube, or  ~vheilever larvae collided 
rvith another !arvae. This slt~imming pattern was obviously an escape or  
ztvoiclance reaction. 

Interinittent swinlmiilg was performecl when larvae were making verti- 
cal nlovements in the tube as a response to the changes in light intensity or 
\\?hen they were searching for food. The  burst frequencies, however, were 
about twice as high when larvae were inoving vertically, 39.9.5 (SD = ? 4.63, 
11 = 56) burst/mi~i., as when slvimming horizontally 20.10 (SD = +- 3.13, n = 

78) burst/min. 
T h e  cod larval I-espoilse to the change in light intensity is presented in 

Fig. 8. 
When the light intensity was i~lcreasecl from 0 lux to 80,000 lux, and then 

slo~vly reducecl to 1000 lux after 14 hours adaption to dark, larvae ~t~oulcl 
initially be s~viinming up and clo~vn the tube. However, after a short period 
of time, larvae ~vould swim cIo.it.nrvards. The  number of larvae respondilrg 
to the change in light intensity was therefore recorded, following a period of 
10 minutes. This observation was performed daily in order to test the larval 
activity and their ability to respond to the changes in light intensity. 

At the time of hatching larvae did not responcl to the increased light 
intensity. They floatecl more or  less motionless close to the surface, even 
when the light was increased to above 80 000 lux. About 50% of larvae slvam 
vertically clo.ivn the tube at the age of 2 days as a response to the increasecl 



light intensity. At the age of 3 days larvae exhibited s~vim~ning behaviour 
associated with feeding behaviour. On the fifth day more than 90% of the 
larvae responded to the changes in light and showed swimming behaviour 
associated with feeding behaviour. At the age of 9 to 10 days, the number of 
larvae performing these behaviour patterns decreased, and on the eleventh 
day the number of passive larvae increased. O n  the fourteenth day the first 
dead larvae were observed at the bottom of the tube; in the following three 
days all larvae were dead. 

Fig. 8. Changes in the cod larval activity in relation to the larval age I-egarcling the number of 
larvae floating passively close to the st~rface I ) ,  responding to changes in light intensity 
2), performing feeding behaviour 3) ancl the number of deacl larvae observed at the 
bottom of the observatioll cylinder 4). 

COD LARVAL COIVDITION IIV RELATION TO FIRST FEEDIA'G 

T h e  changes in growth and development of the swim bladder and 
alimentary tract of two larval groups from the encolsure experiment are 
shown in Figs. 9 a, b, c and d.  A group of larvae starved in the laboratory 
(Lab. group) consists of larvae of the same population as the <<third group,,, 
see ELLERTSFN et al. ( 1979 b). 

Larvae in the <<third group,, showed a very rapid growth in length, dry 
weight and myotome height compared to the lab. group and the (<second 
group.. However, initially the standard length of the .third group,, was 5% 
shorter and the myotome height 7% higher compared to the laboratory 
reared group of the same age. This difference is probably an effect of 
shrinkage caused by the plankton net which killed larvae sampled in the 
enclosure before they were conservecl in formalin. The  .third group,) 



initiated feeding at the age of 5 days (yolk sac stage 5-6), and feeding 
incidence was observed close to 100% at the end of yolk exhaustion, i.e. on 
the 7th day (ELLERTSEN et al. 1979 b). More than 50% of larvae within the 
-third group. developed a transparent swim bladder at the age of 10 days. 

C 

+ SECOND GROUP 

THIRD GROUP 

0 L A B  GROUP 
. . . . . . . LOOPED GUT 

---. TRANSPARENT 
S W I M  B L A D D E R  

D A Y S  A F T E R  H A T C H I N G  

Fig. Sa, b, c ancl cl. Changes in standard length, dry weight, the developinent of looped gut and 
swim bladder and myotome height in three groups of cod larvae under different 
feeding regimes in relation to larval age. (See text and ELLERTSEN et 01. 1979b). 



Only 10% of the lab. group ever developed a transparent swim bladder. The  
swim bladder was developed from opaclue to transparent, and soon after it 
became filled with gas. Fifteen per cent of the *third group,, were observed 
with a differentiated alimentary tract (looped gut) at the age of 9 days. The  
lab. group never differentiated the gut from a strait tube. Starved larvae 
reached a maximum standard length of 4.8 mm on the 9th day. The  larval 
dry weight was recluced from about 50pg at the time ofhatching to about 30 

, L L ~  on the day before mass mortality. The  height of the myotome was 
reduced from 240pm at the age of 6 clays to 200/11n at  the age of 12 days. 

T h e  .second group,, was released into the basin when the feeding 
conditions were poor compared with the conditions under which the .third 
larval group. was released (ELLERTSFN et al. 1979 b). The  *second group. 
was observed to initiate feeding at the age of 11 clays, and the feeding 
incidence was observed close to 100% on the 14th day (ELLERTSEN et al. 
1979 b); a delay of about one week compared with the .(third group.. The  
.second group,, did not show any increase in growth before the 16th day. 
Larvae with transparent swim bladder were first observed on the 1 1 th day; a 
delay of five days compared with the .third group.. At the age of 16 days, 
larvae of the <<second group. were first observed with a looped gut; a delay 
of seven days compared with larvae of the *third group.. 

D I S C U S S I O N  

The  exact illformation about the developmetlt of the critical functional 
larval stages such as functional eyes, mouth, the loco~notory patterns and 
the feeding behaviour is important when assessing the condition of larvae 
sampled at sea. 

FEEDING BEHAVIOUR 

Most fish larvae start feeding before the yolk is completely exhausted 
(BLAXTER 1969). Cod larvae initiated feeding at yolk sac stage 5 (Fig. 1 and 
3). This event coincided with the clevelopment of a functional jaw (Fig. 2) 
which occurred 2 to 4 days before the yolk exhaustion, depending on the 
temperature. 

The  cod larval feeding behaviour was very similar to the biting attack of 
adult fish. Cod larvae do not assume a si~luous body posture before striking 
at the prey as described for herring larvae, Clupea harengus (ROSENTHAI. and 
HEMPEL 1970), anchovy larvae (HUNTER 1972) and plaice larvae (RILEY 
1966). They attack the prey in a similar way as mackerel larvae, SronrD~r 

japo,nicus (HUNTER and SANCHEZ MS), which make a posterior drive with the 
tail and with open mouth when capturing the prey. Cod larvae were obser- 
ved to suddenly expand the oral cavity and suck the prey into the mouth. 



The feeding success was very difficult to evaluate because in inany 
instances the feeding behaviour was observed only with the aid of a iow- 
powered binocular microscope. However, the feeding success at first fe- 
eding is thought to be high because larvae perceive and chase the prey in 
front, above and below the level of the body axis. Cod larvae also make 
another try if missing the prey. Cod larvae were also able to swim backwards. 
This great manoeuvring ability was also observed in plaice larvae which had 
a very high feeding success, i.e. 3 2 4 2 %  at the onset of feeding (BLAXTER 
and STAINES 1971), in contrast to the less manoeuvrable herring larvae 
which had a very low feeding success, 2-6% at the onset of feeding (BLAXTER 
and STAINES 197 1). 

LIGHT INTENSITY THRESHOLD 

Most ~narine fish larvae are visual feeders, and the feeding occurs only 
above a certain light intensity (see BLAXTER 1966). Cod larvae were able to 
capture Artenlia nauplii at 0.4 lux, but not at 0.1 lux. This value was close to 
the light intensity threshold observed in herring larvae (BLAXTER 1966). An 
increase in the feeding incidence, observed at the onset of feeding in cod 
larvae tili yolk exhaustion, was probably due to an increase in the activity, 
indicated in Fig. 8. The highest feeding incidence, about 85%, was observed 
at 1.4 lux. The feeding incidence never exceeded 55% at 10 and 1000 lux. 
The light intensity at 1.4 lux could be close to the optimum light condition 
when cod larvae are feeding 011 Artemia nauplii, while the lower feeding 
incidence at 10 and 1000 lux coulcl be due to an induced negative photota- 
xis. This was probably the case at the highest light intensity since at the end 
of the experiment the majority of larvae were observed at the bottom of the 
experimental cylinder. However, when feeding on smaller particles (Peridi- 
lzium trochoidum, Fig. 4) the highest feeding incidence was observed at 1000 
lux, probably due to smaller particles which are more visible at the higher 
light intensity. Cod larvae were also observed with P .  trochoidum present in 
the gut in complete darkness. This was probably due to the high particle 
density (1000 cells/ml) and not to active feeding. 

The light intensity threshold for visual feeding of cod larvae on nauplii is 
probably close to 0.1 lux. This value will determine the hours available for 
feeding of cod larvae at a certain latitude and time of year. According to the 
figure presented by BLAXTER (1966 Fig. 3), there are 22-24 hours available 
for feeding of cod larvae in May in the Lofoten area. Examinations of the 
gut content of cod larvae sampled at 24 hours stations in the Lofoten area 
revealed the newly eaten nauplii at all hours (ELLERTSEN~~ al. 1979 c). At the 
Fl~devigen station (Southern Norway), the time available for feeding of cod 
larvae was estimated to 16 hours in April. The results from the enclosure 
experiments from the 24 hour stations showed that newly eaten nauplii 



were foui~ci only it] the gut of cod Larvae ctrlring clayrime ar-ici coincicied fairly 
~vell tvith the esti~xratecl periocl (EI.I.EK.I.SEN PI tll. 1979 b). 

Fish larvae have beell fi-ecjue~ltly reported 'ivith green food remains in 
the gut (LEBOUK 1919). M ~ I B O R C  (1948) reports the same finclings in cot{ 
larvae from the Lof'oten area. NOKDENC; ancl BKATI.AND (197 1 )  have iclentifi- 
ecl the phytoplankters Po)-i(li i l i t / i~ /114IZ~citl7~vi ant1 (:o.scirzotlisczrs sp. in the gut 
of cod lar-vae from the s a n ~ e  area. The  cod larval feeciing behaviour on the 
phytoplan ktei-s Dzcntrlirbln sp. ant1 P. trochoicfu~ti \\!ere strttlieci in o u r  lahora- 
tory. 

The  srllallest particles (Durtal i~l la  sp.) .ivere not actively fed upon. This 
was also r!le case when anchovy la]-vae \ v e x  given U ~ l ? ~ ~ l i t ~ l l ( ~  sp. (SCURA and 
J E K D E  197'7). The  flagellates enter-ecl the unmo\~able mouth o f  young cot1 
larvae by acciclent. The  cells cloggecl the vicerai arches, ancl clusters of 
flagellates 1ve1-e s~vallo~vecl. Larvae \vei-e able t o  spit out the particles \\.hen 
the jaw became functional. This rvas clearly cleii~ol?stl-atecl by the substa~ltial 
reduction in the tlri~llber of larvae with <<gl-een gut>, follo.rvir~g 6 hour 
feeding sessions cluring which L)unn/irl/ci sp. \\.el-e given in surplus tct .5 days 
old larvae (Fig. 3 ) .  A11 increase in the ilumhel- of larvae Tvith Dzlr~t~lir!ltr sp. 
present in the gut at the end of the experilrleilt is probably due  to starvecl 
ancl enfeebled larvae. This effect ivas clearly seeti ivhen larvae \<ere starved 
beyonci the PNR, ancl then i l l  srtrplus fed L>unnlirllt sp. (F ig  3). 

Single cells of srrlall flagellates are only visible using a microscope ~vith 
high magnificatiolis. The  cells were ohserveci in the larval gut as c1uster.s ant1 
appeared under a low-pctiverec! binocular microscope as green footl re- 
mains. There  is a possibility that the 1-eportecl observations on coci larvae \\.ith 
green guts coulci have beer1 cod larvae .i\rith an unfitnciictnal .jaw or oltler 
enfeebled larvae rvhich has passecl the PNK. These l;~rvae might have bee11 
exposeci to high tle~lsities of sniall flagellates. A clcr~sity of 1000 cells/ml is 
fi-equently observect in the northern Nor-~vegian coastal \tr;itei-s cluring the 
spring phytoplankton bloom (SCHPI 19'94). 

Cocl larvae proveti to he active ieecters o n  bigger phytoplnnkters. When 
given P. trochoidzrtn as the only foocl, the keeling incidence of' larvae incre- 
ased from yolk sac stage 3 to yolk absorption, stage 7. 'The c~tcl larviil tcecling 
illcidence on P. tr-ochoid~it~~ ivas sul,statltia!!y recl~~cetl  at the PNR (Fig. 4) iri 
contrast to the ketiing incicle~lce whet] given D u ~ ~ ( ~ l i ~ l / t ~ .  Chcl larvae ivoulcl 
actively feet1 on P. i).oc,hoi(lum even at moderate clensities (30 c.ells/rnl, see 
ELLEKI-SEN PI  (11. 1976). H o ~ ~ ~ e v e r ,  larvae t\~)ulcl he selective c-o~lrer.nirlg the 
size ant1 ~\:oulcl elect bigger particles than 100jim if those \vet-e present at the 
same time as P. trochoirlunz (EI.I.ER.I-SEN rt  01. 1979 b, c). 

d'niclentifiecl green food 1-enlailts in the gut of cod larvae coultl also be 
copepocl fecal pellets. Some o f  these pellets are of a suit;iblc sizr f o ~ .  iteing 



elected by cod larvae. Single phytoplankton cells in the pellet are difficult to 
identify, but when the pellet is newly eaten, the pellet itself can be easily 
recognized. This was observed in the bioassay experinlent described by 
EI.L.ERTSEX et ul. (1  979 c). 

The  nutritional value of phytoplankters for fish larvae is uncertain. 
Ho~lever ,  LASKERP~ nl. (1970) have successfully reared first feeding anchovy 
larvae on the dinoflagellate Gym.nodiniu?n splend~ns.  LASKER (1975) also de- 
monstrated the significance of G. sp l~ndens  in adequate density at the onset 
of feeding of the Northern anchovy larvae along the Californian coast. Most 
fish larvae feed on all species of dinoflagellates. Anchovy larvae prey heavily 
upon P. trochoidurn (SCURA and JERDE 1977). However, SCURA and JERDE 

(1  977) made laboratory experiments ancl demonstrated that only unarmo- 
red dinoflagellates were digested by anchovy larvae. Investigations of the 
gut content of cod larvae following a 6 hour feeding session on P. trochoidurn 
did not show any decoloration of the flagellates. Rearing of cod larvae on P. 
trochoirlunz was unsuccessful. These observations indicate a rninor or no 
importance of the phytoplankters as a foocl organism for first feecling cod 
larvae. Bioassay experii1leilts using wild plankton showed that the first fe- 
eding cod larvae were able to digest nauplii cornpletely within 5 hours 
(ELLERTSEN ot al. 1979 c). 

The  cocl larval PNK .i\las deter~llinecl according to the method of BLAX- 
TER ancl EHRLIC:H (1974), based upon the change in the larval activity and 
buoyancy. The  change in the cod larval buoyancy (Fig. 7) follolved the same 
pattern as described for plaice larvae by BLAXTER and EHRLICH ( 1  974), with a 
steady clecrease in buoyancy from hatching to yolk exhaustion. Froin this 
st.age on the buoyancy was increasecl, probably due to a decrease in protein 
and an increase in water content as chi. larvae were starving. Froin the 14th 
day on, the buoyancy decreased again, probably caused by osrnoregulation 
which was gradually failing. BLAXTER ancl EHRL~CH (1974) found a corre- 
spondence in the change of buoyancy and activity as larvae were starved ancl 
became moribund. The  sanle pattern was found in cod larvae (Figs. 7 ancl8). 
The  day 11 is assumed to be critical (at 5°C) if larvae do  not get food. A 
percentage of larvae exhibiting swiinming behaviour associated with fe- 
eding behaviour was reclucecl froin 64% 011 the 1 l th  day to 44% on the 12th 
clay (Fig. 8). This observation corresponds reasonably well with the 50% 
reduction in the feeding ability of cod larvae, described by I,AURENCE (1 978). 

The  cocl larval feeding ability obviously depends on temperature, the 
size and density of foocl particles and light condition. An intl-aspecific 
variation has to be considered as ~vell. This aspect neecls further investigati- 
011. 



COD LARVAL CONDITION IN RELATION TO FIRST FEEDING 

There is obviously an advantage to start exogenous feeding before yolk 
exhaustion and thereby obtain an additional energy supply. This is clearly 
demonstrated in Fig. 9 a, b, c and d which show a dramatic difference in 
growth and morphological development when comparing the two larval 
groups. 

Longer larvae were also observed to be able to catch more prey orga- 
nisms than the shorter ones (Fig. 6). This is probably due to the increased 
searching abilities with growth since speed, capture success and perceptive 
distance are functions of length or age (HUNTER 1979). Larvae that start 
feeding before the yolk exhaustion will also have a11 increased dry weight 
and myotome height compared with starved larvae at yolk absorption 
(Fig. 9, b, d). 

Even more important, cod larvae proved to differentiate the swim blad- 
der and gut at a very early larval stage when achieving a surplus of energy 
before yolk exhaustion (Fig. 9 b). These observations can be utilized when 
assessing the condition of cod larvae caught at sea. Previous laboratory work 
indicates that starvation can be identified by chemical and histological 
criteria (EHRLICH 1974, O'CONNEL 1976) as well as by inorphometric met- 
hods (SHELBOURNE 1957, BLAXTER 1971). A morphometric technique and 
morphological development characters are preferable because they can be 
applied routinely. As a result of our investigations we recommend the 
following six characters in assessing the condition of cod larvae; (1) the yolk 
sac stage, (2) larval standard length, (3) myotome height, (4) dry weight and 
the state of differentiation of (5) the swim bladder and (6) alimentary tract. 
Cod larvae at yolk sac stage 7 with a transparent swim bladder, looped gut, 
standard length 2 5.0 mm, dry weight 2 50,ug and myotome height 2 250 
,urn have experienced good feeding conditions. Cod larvae at the same yolk 
sac stage without differentiated swim bladder and gut, and with morphome- 
tric values lower than the ones described above might have experienced Iess 
favourable feeding conditions at first feeding. Cod larvae at yolk sac stage 7, 
standard length 5 5.0 mm, dry weight S 40,ug and myotome height S 220 
pm without a differentiated alimentary tract and swim bladder would be in a 
critical starving condition and possibly close to the PNR. These characters 
have been applied for identifying cod larval runts in the enclosure experi- 
ment (see ELLERT~EN et al. 1979 b). Further investigations have been under- - 
taken in order to determine the importance of each of these characteristics, 
and to find a simple routine for the assessment of the cod larval condition at 
sea. 
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