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Why arrange a conference ?
Rationale:

Evaluation of the state of seal stocks in the Baltic and North Atlantic
(Ecosystem effects of seal stocks)

Is there possibilities to enhance conflicts between exploitation and
conservation of seal stocks in the Baltic and North Atlantic ?
(Exploitation and conservation versus fisheries and sustainable use)

&

Evaluation the importance of sealing for the economy and culture of
local communities in the Baltic Sea and North Atlantic
(Seals as valuable natural resource)

What are the possibilities to develop biologically sustainable,
economically profitable and socially acceptable exploitation of seals
stock in the Baltic and North Atlantic ?

(Conservation and management of seal stocks - sealing the future)




To exchange experiences and constraints encountered so far in the Baltic Sea
and North Atlantic

To identify strategies and best practices to facilitate further implementation
of seal stocks management and conservation

scientists
managers
policy-makers
stakeholders

A forum to discuss recent advances and new ideas and share experiences

To develop new avenues and create networks for sustainable development of
seal stocks
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. Theme session 1:
Conference program: STATUS AND ECOSYSTEM EFFECTS OF SEAL
STOCKS

Theme session 2:
CONSERVATION, FISHERIES AND
SUSTAINABLE USE

Theme session 3:
SEALS AS VALUABLE NATURAL
RESOURCE

Theme session 4:
CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT

Theme session 5:
SEALING THE FUTURE (A panel discussion)

Conference in figures:

Participation: 125 persons

Participants from: 19 countries
Presentations: 26 key-notes
Time allocated: 16 hours




1. STATUS AND ECOSYSTEM EFFECTS OF SEAL'STOCKS
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2. CONSERVATION, FISHERIES AND SUSTAINABLE USE

1. “Public opinion’’.favours conservation and population

- igrowth of seals »A pow
- ry variable results from q "'?;..a ClI'I‘e surveys on seal hunt,

conservation and exploitation ) versus IFAW surveys)

% In some countries, discussion on conflicts between marine
mammals and fisheries is a taboo
% Opposition to hunt from some countries and NGOs

010 Clear conflict between conservation and exploitation targets

2. Seals a severe problem for coastal gill net and trap net

fisheries in many areas
¢ Losses of 30 to 50% in gill net fishery due to fish damage

3. Seal exclusion zones proposed to reduce interactions

between aquaculture and seals
s May be effective-in specific situations
s Expensive, require constant maintenance, labour hungry, not
effective over long term




Disturbances in
sensitive areas
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Impact on fish
reproduction
Re-distribution of

fish resources
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Inaccessible
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2. CONSERVATION, FISHERIES AND SUSTAINABLE USE

. Sustainable use
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expected
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3. SEALS AS VALUABLE NATURAL RESOURCE

1. Sealing is culturally and economically important for many

g [l remote communities in'North Atlantic and in the
Ba S | '_ T |

< Hunting seals is a vital co
culture

% Sealing ban which was imposed in 1980’s was disastrous for
many areas

% Today there is renewed movement to ban import and
marketing of seal products, which is not based on facts
(inconvenient to politicians)

2. Traditional and new seal products producing programs

introduced - from skin to oil
% A high number of traditional products available (oil, meat,
pelt, bone, fancy goods)
% A set of new products including clothing and other skin
products, new seal meat products, oil as pdint and for
medicine and bones for jewelry




4. CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT

1. Conservation and management go hand in hand

% Overall principles for management of seals should include:

% a definition of the management unit(s)
% clearly spelled out and prioritized management objectives

< a set of defined strategies to achieve the management
objectives

a program to monitor if the management objectives are met

a feedback mechanism to improve the management strategies
based on new data from the monitoring programs or from
other data sources

% Development of management objectives should involve all
stakeholders

<+ Seal management should be an integrated part of marine-
spatial plans that should also acknowledge other activities
and uses of the marine areas
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% Mandates under the Canadian Fisheries Act and Species-At-
Risk Act are similar, but include commercial harvesting

s The ICES/NAFO provides advice to member states on
sustainable harvests/ management of seal stocks
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stock'Size

-

still a small fraction of pristine size- vulnerable to ,extmctlon)

Questions: -

Is harvestlw surplus the only defmltlon of a sustamable use?

oo

How certain do we need to be to manage seals in relation to their
role in the ecosystem, in particular in relation to interactions

s 8
with fisheries: o
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5. SEALING THE FUTURE (Conclusions)

Conservation and management issues

... -Should scale.antl.type’of-utilizatior (fargéefsmall,
subsistence/commercial ) define approaches.to conservatlon
and management?

-.'_ ‘-"‘ - ".

< Humane klllmg o) j seals can/should'we define a common
international standard?

e

< How can we ensure the best possible interngtional
cooperation on seal conservation and management?




5. SEALING THE FUTURE (Conclusions)
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5. SEALING THE FUTURE (Conclusions)

International trade and public perceptions

«» To what extent should trade measures be used as a
management tool for seals?

< What needs to be done to enhance mternatlonal markets
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Issues for discussion:

i Ownership of the resouLFce 1
anagemmsues&.. Who are the stakehcﬂders 7 ® n N

A
Ethlcs and moral, who’s A |
cologlcal policy or polltlcalu@cology, which way to go ?
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