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The Committee met on l? 4 and 5 Ootober 1973 and held a speoial joint 
meeting with the Shellfish and Benthos Committee on 3 Ootober, The Chairman 
weloomed the members and observers and oheoked the membership" The 
Agenda was adopted. 

!.~mtnisiraii.ve ~p'ort 

The Administrative Report CoM.1973/Ell was presented, theI'e were no 
additions or oorreotions and it was aooepted in entirety" 

ReQort o~_the 15th Meeti~g of the Marine Poll~ti9~Suboommittee 
.of IJIWO a!]2 __ the Preparatory Comm.i ttee for the 1973 Marine Pollution 
Confe:benoe ..... . .... -

The report on this meeting (Doo.CoMo1973/E:2) was presented by 
Dr J.E. POI'tmann, The outoome of the meeting had been the oompletion 
of a Draft Convention to be oonsidered at a Conferenoe in London, 
8 Ootober ' .. 2 November. The Convention seeke to extend the controls 
on pol:t.utio~n of tlle J:let:1 bYoifa~nd~"i~~·in"t;~(E;c·e"··o-on·tl~ol~on~the·dis-
oharge of ohomioale frombuik ohemical oarriers :i.ntl1efo):,mof tank 
washings l' spillages? eto G qontrols~~may ·aLso be iL1troduoed on the 
difjcllai:gE;1Q;Cf:l9Wago and garoage from ships; there vIill however be 
~dpeoial provisions whioh will exempt the disoharge of netting and fish 
ciTYa"l fi'om fishing vessels and a sj.ze 9]:emption for sewage disoharges 
~lioli tha~ ohipsbelow 200 tons will not b~ iftoltided in the provisio~s 
.2J.~i;lle~~QOrl.yo~D1i()jt~ The various extentions and additional oontrols take 
the form of a num"ber of Annexes to the Convention. 'llhe meeting 
tentatively agreed that only those Annexes dealing with oil and 
disoharge of ohemioals fI'om bulk ohemioal oarriers would be mandatory 
for signatories to any Convention. whioh may l'esul t from the London 
Conference, It_'i~~_§.gI'eej,t".tha:LICESuJ;lJ,].crll:l,9.~J~.eH9r:i.e f'E)c1_orl~the 
?_~j;Qgll1g~2K_~hi~. (:tQ11f'iL:t~niLe._and_Mr~A. Pr est 011. ( IJJ:'l:Lt e d J( J-ngg om ) 'W'ill_b 13 
a~~~nB as obi:3e:r'lerfor.IGES .. L .. , 

Re p0E..'L2f t~~_:rirs :L~s ion _9 f th~.Jn1e rll.~ iona 1 Co ord ina ii!!LLQ£.Q£P_ ~ IqG t 
for't):!e Global Investigation of Pollut:i,..~ __ in the Mar~_Fdnviro~~b (GIP]\1EL 

The report (Doo. C~Mo E:4) on the First Session whioh had been held in 
London 2··6 April 1973 was presented by Mr G. Berge 0 'llhe JQ,Cl_hEl.~g~J)_e(3p' 
given the taskg£,p:rSlllaring a oomprehens ive plan for the- implementation 
ofCfIPME jIL~tll~c.=:L~ght"Qf~thev:~rious-preparatorywork whioh had been' 
-done--·and'espeoially bearing in mind the resoluti()ns from the Stookh~olm 
C~onfE;~enoe~,--~l[uohof the work()~ftheiCGhad~-b·een devoted to reviewing 
exis-ti~-g ~~ork of relevanoe to GIPME inoluding tha t of ICES in the Nort!' 
Sea and Bal tio Sea areas. Several of the reoommeneations vThioh 1tlere 
ul tima te lymade by theIGG¥ere-o.f~lnfe-reSl;~-t-o~t1ie~Commi t"fee .~Th-ose 

, inoJ,1J"qe··the~-s1ippo·r-·LC;i~:r~g.i_Qn.8.Iba;seline studies; ·a-~~:re~o6mms;mdation 
for mO~1}Ttori:rigof~ oil pollution , initially a,s tar baJ.ls but poss ibly 
'being extended'foo~ther forms al3 the results of the early exeroiseare 
asli~f3·s_ed; a1l413:_.re(}0!Ilmend~ tIon ~ that res8?-rohbe enD ouraged OI',st1.l.di(3s 
of the ·microbiologioal fa t~.cit_sYn_th~~ is ~orporlu tants, ~~ 
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5th Session of GESAMP, 18.23 June 1973 

A report (Doc.C.M,1973/E:26) of the proceedings of this meeting 
which had been held in Vienna vIas given by its Vice-Chairman, 
Dr H.A. Cole. The agenda had oovered a range of diverse topics 
and had es ta blished several w()~kj.I!K-_gfg1,l.I2,~ to work in tersess ionally. 
All of these will be conside-;:i"ng--topics of interest to the Committee. 
These are : 

1. The continued revision and expansion of the Review of Harmful Substances. 

2. The development of guidelines for developing coastal water quality 
criteria for the marine environment. 

3. The identification of scientific problems related to marine 
pollution monitoring systems. 

4· 'Enumeration of problems rela-ted to marine pollution monitoring f ;;:§.~ 
tems. .. _--_ -

5. Evaluation of the impao t of oil on the marine environment. 

The Committee noted that its Chairman had been elected Chairman 
of GESAMP for the 6th Session. 

Report of the Working Group on the Introduction of Non-Indigenous 
Marine Organisms 

A report on a meeting of this Working Group (Dooo C.M.l973/E:5) held from 
26-28 June was presented by Dr H.A. Co1e. The Working Group had con­
sidered a proposal by France to introduce Nacrocystis pyrifera for use in 
the alginate industry and had concluded that this could potentially affect 
a number of countries, and therefore full discussions should be held 
with all countries concerned. 

It vras noted tr.a t the discovery of Sa.rgaeaum mu tioum in U.K. wa ters 
had been reported to the Working Group which ,after a full discussion of 
the implications of this introduction had recommended vigorous action be 
taken to prevent the weed becoming established (Rec.A(l» 

The Committee noted that the Working Group had developed a Code I 
of Practice which it reoommended should be adopted by member countries' 
and agreed to endorse this recommendation (Rec. A(3)). 

Following oonsideration of the Report of the Working Group the 
Committaereaffirmed the need for members to submit annual reports 
on existing and proposed introduotions in acoordance with Council 
Resol~tion 1972/4:7. 

A proposal by the Working Group that it be given permanent sta·tus 
as an Advisory Committee was referred back to the Working Group 
in view of potential difficulties over membership and rules of 
procedure. 

Report of the ICES/SCOR Working Group on the Study of Pollution o~ 
the Baltic 

ill 
! i' 
I! 
! I i 
I 

This report (C.M. Doc.1973/~d) was presented by Dr G. Kullenberg, who 
had chaired the meeting of the Working Geoup held in Kiel, 28/29 June 
1973. The Committee noted that the study was now under way and that 
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;tl9.tional reports on inJ2uts of pollutants to tlle __ Baltic haci been 
receivedo As with the data" on"tTor-U1Eea-Inputs ,-this-was not 
as--comploto as had been hoped and attempts were to be made to rec tify 
this, .:zTbQ_oollection of samples of fish and shellfish would take 
pla9_~":!-~J.a~G""-i-9-73""and two analysts were vJsib.ng laboratories "dth a 
view to recommendiilg methods of analysis, ;YThe llle thoclstoP,9 uS"Cld for 
analysis would be d isc\Ull'!~(:L0,~ IJ meeting of-Analysts which WHS planned 
t2 be "'held "Bliili ""iri-=~9-14--CReD_>_M4JrailcI]JcJ1E)I~ wo~~!~ _ ~,~~t~~caTi b r_~"t o'a: 
vii th the North Sea Survey by use of the same in tercalibra tion samples 
as used' b"y thetvorkin"g Group on the Study of Pollution of the North 
Sea. 

The Committee noted with special interest the comprehensive proposals 
for a Re~earch Programme in the Baltic ~ef:t_,..?-l'l_cLf:tgreed jha.t JiPii?:re: 
pre~~"e!iIE;.g=§="ve-ry:~u.siful"g~:La~TIil&]·Qr. si;lldJes_ill"ibe,Bal tic area" 
anc:Lr.e,D,ommeud.eJi_thl2c.:LCl.fi;e,:r' _a series ofpropose<l am(3ndlllonts had been 
m~~E),tLsho~td",beJ2llblished (Reo, A (4)) • 

Report from the Workin~.Group for the Study of Pollution of the North 
Sea 
Mr A.J. Lee ~ Chairman of the vlorking Group presonted a report of the 
progress made by the Working Group. The Committee noted that 
although it had not been Rossible to produce a draft report in time 
"or the Counc il Mee ting ,f" i tsp;roparation had reached an advanoed stage 

~------ --.-- - - --t'- --- --
and tha tit was hoped to have the Basel ine uurvey Da ta a va ilable for 
a:_,"m§El±.iYiK2f Analys tSvthioh was proposed would be held soon after . 

'-tlle .197 3, "Q6u:ncillVIe 0 ting~, ,J} Th.EL~~gmmi t t e _~_ ,~K~E)"Q.cLj~h,a.jiJh is _J'[~~!< il1.~Lgr ou p 
should be convened with a view to ooordinating national monitoring 
pro"irammes-s'o-a~s"to-provTdea-coml?re'henslve-sysfem of 'monitoring 
of the Nortb. Sea? especiallY fntne coastal reglons and arecbmmendation 
was drafted QJID this subJeot for approval by the Council (Rec.A(5)). 

The Committee further agree,d with a suggestion by the Vlorldng Group 
cTiarrman that a'meetTng'oL the_..£ull v1ork:ing Grpup be 1)e1d early 
in-r97C4~toap'provG--the-a:raft report vii th R view to its publioa tion 
as soon as possible in the iDES Cooperative Researoh Report series( 

!l£po;rt o!,! the lYIeet:i£l,.B. of a HHO V-L0rking~rouJ?--2E.~he Hazards.....iQ. 
Real th and EO_2log~ca1 Eff~cts of Pollu tion....Q.f the North Sea 

A report (C.M. Doc. E:24) on this meeting was presented by the General 
Seoretary, Mr H~ Tambs-·Lyche b The meeting had been held in Bil thoven 
(6-8 December, 1972) and had been attended by several representatives 
of ICES. It had attempted to identify fields of joint interest 
'l:!etween marine scientists and public health administrators. It had 
recommenj.ed tha t use,",!J..e made of the exis ting in forma tion oYJ,p';1Iu-E:Lon 

"ofth.i ":[QrIfi.'"-Sea-'o'oI lectedby" both "llaffonarTnsti.tutlons":~nd:i.n ter­
rlEition"al org.?niigJ;i..QrrS~~11'gh~013. ICElS anclFA'C' I 'Hf accord"a-noe wrn a 
furthelE' reoommendation a pilot study had been established in the Oslo, 
fj ord area with a view to examining a marine ecosys tsm in re1a tion to 
its possible function as an indicator system of potential risk to 
human health. 
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~ible areas of Active CO...Q.P.eration between EIFAC and ICE~ 

A paper on this subject (C.H. Doc. 1973/M:20) was presented by 
Profa RoA. ,Mann. The Committee noted that several of the fields 
of interest of EIFAC are the same as its o,m and that the work of 
EIFAC had been 1:lnked with that of GESAMP in the field of possible 
development of \va'ter Q,uality Criteria 0 x A1 t!1ougl:Ljih~;re,_wElsgeneral 

:~r~.~!":Jl;t!:~:":~~~h!~aQ.~~~i~~:"~"~~~i~e_;Z~l~~~~tc ~.~ t~~;~~~~&~·~e .. 

~:s'S-~~ff:~e~~d t~~:W:~~e!~~' (;~OIr6)~~a tionsand a recommendation 

Renort of the m~eting of the Planning Group for a Symposium on 
Causes ~f Changes in the North Sea Fish Stocks 

The report on this meeting was presented by Prof Dr G. Hempel. 
The Planning Group had met in IJmuiden (20/21 August 1973) 
to make detailed proposals fof the Symposium. The Committee 
noted the success the Planning Group had achieved in its 
delib:3ration, but requested that eutrophication,J311Ould be (1\' 

c onside),'J'2(L§'JLOUe of:bJie~i)Qs:sJb-re:::C:i:l:Wl!iQ--of'oha'nges in North 
S e.~,_F .J§A-l3~tOQ}gl (BE3Cl,L li ( 9 ) ) • . _. ~. " 

Communications' 

A total of 51 contribbtions had been submitted or referred to the 
Committee~ These covered many aspects of cultivation, rearing and 
pollution. The Committee considered a number of papers on the 
effect and fate of oil, these aroused considerable interest and 
it was generally agreed that this was a subject on which much 
more informatio11was-require-a';-Tne-Cnalrmaff-aocorcflngly"requested 
'ffil:jmmn'1J-t'o'"STl0fiiiT"r'eportson ~ol'k in their countries to the 
1974 Council Meeting. 

Commi ttee noted vTi th interest the repo:l't on the use of se?-ls as indioa tors 
of pollution; it was agreed that the basic conclusions that seals 
were ill limited value as indicators of fine detail pollution should 
be aonveyed to the Working Group on Pollution of the North Sea. 

The Committee considered that the submission of p'apers on marine 
dumping ''l'8m of spec ia1 relevance now that ICES had a responsibility 
to provide advice to the Oslo Commission and agreed that these 
provided a useful base on which subsequent advice by the lIiarine 
Pollution Advisory Committee could be formulated. 

Two papers on the introduction of Nor:rndigenous Marine Organisms 
were submitted to the Committee which after considerable discussion 
were referred to the Working Group on this subject ~~~~ ,a. 
recommendation that it should be convened early to g'.iveJ-the 
proposal to introduce Macrocystis ]yrifera to France. (Rec. A(lO)). 

The Committee discussed the increasing interest in the extraction 
of sand and gravel from marine resources and requested that details 
of national systems of control should be submitted to thel974 Council 
Meeting. It was agreed that this activity was of international interest 
and the Committee agreed that a Working Group should be established under 
the Chairmanship of Mr A~J. Lee to make a p'reliminary appraisal of the 
problem. (Rec ,_(A8)). 
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The Fisheries Improvement Committee asked Dr T. Anderson to act 
as its observer at the ~J/~~;!;?Mt9ct th~ Data Managemen t Gr~up on 
the proposals by the S~at1st:HjS Uomml. ttee for the es tabll.shment 
of a series of punch cards for the storage of pollution data. 
The full details had yet to be enumerated and the Committee 
noted that the codes to be used would be discussed with members 
of appropriate disciplines espeoially biologists. 

, / . l_t.l2~ .t,,~---,--~ .... ~~_ 

\J 

/' 
t 



The Fisheries Improvement Committee reoommends that 

A(l) ICES should oall the attention of all member oountries to the 

potential dangers of Sargassum mut19~ becoming established 

and recommended that in any oountry where it is discovered 

steps should be taken to effeot its erradication by any 

method oonsidered appropriate by-"-tha~country, 
), , 

A(2) The Working Group for the Study of Pollution (!If the 

North Sea should meet early in 1974 to discuss the 

draft report of the North Sea Study with a view to 

preparing it for publioation in the Cohperative Researoh 

Report Series as soon as possible. 

A(3) The Council endorse the Code of Practice developed by the 

Working Group on the Introduction of Non-Indigenous Marine 

Organisms and reoommends its adoption by all member countriesc 

A(4) ICES note the value of the Report of the Baltic Working Group 

on the "Researoh Programmes for Investigation of the Baltic as 

a Natural Resource" in view of marine pollution problems 

and suggested experimental research tasks in providing 

a guideline for scientific studies in the Baltic area and 

accordingly recommends that 

a) after addition of a preface the report be published by 
ICES and SCOR and 

b) the Baltic Working Group should continue its activities 
along the lines suggested in the Report. 

c) a meeting of the working analysts from institutes 
concerned vii th the Baltic Pollution be convened 
early in 1974Ato discuss analytical problems and 
agree on the methods to be used for the baseline 
survey. 

d) a special meeting on circulation modelling of the 
Baltic should be held in 1974. ;~ 

A, 

A(5) An ad hoc group of analysts with strong support by biologists 

should be convened as soon as possible after the 1973, Council 

Meeting with the following terms of reference : 

, 
\~c'fJ j; ;/ 

A 

• D / C on tin u e d 

(; 
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Fisheries Improvement Committee 

A( 5) 

oontinued 

A (6) 

To ooordinate and suggest possible extensions to 

National Programmes of monitoring in the North 

Sea using the 1972 Baseline Survey Data as a basis for 

its reoommendations; it should also take into aooount 

any available information on variations in residue 

oonoentrations with age, season etc~ The Group should 

report the results of its disoussions to the Working Group 

for the Study of Pollution of the North Sea. 

Through its Chairman Ue Pisheries Improvement 

Committee establish oontaot with the EIPAC 

Seoretariat to identify problems of mutual interest with 

a view to future oooperation in these fields. It is 

further reoommended that EIFAC be invited to send 

observers to the appropriate ICES Working Groups, 



~~~~~ 

Tho Fisheries Improvement Oommittee recommends that 

A(7) The International Oouncil for the Exploration of the Sea; 

[2L~:2:L~]~Ji the reo ommonda t:Lon of its Fisheries Im-provemen t Committee; 

.:£Qforri:Qg to the Hule 26(a) 7 adopted by the Council at its 60th 

Statutory Meeting in 1972, according to whioh 

111.]1118 Advisory Committee on 11arin0 Pollution shall be 

re800noible for providing soientifio information and 

advioe on marinG pollution and its Gffeots on living 

re8i)Urcer~ and their 8xplo:i.tntion to Member Govel'ments 

and any intergovernmental body for the control of 

pollution \vhioh may request such advice"; 

.£221siderin,f{ that the Advisory Committee on HarinG Pollution 

",,-ill have an important task iri fulfilling the obligations 

of the Counoil in relation to the preservat:Lon and exploitation 

of the living marine res ources and tha t the said Committee 

v!ill for its ovm func t:i.on continuously be in need of mos t 

appropriate, up to date information on the stage of the 

marine pollution and factors having a beari\ng thereon in the 

oritical regions of the Counoil's area of aotivity; 

£.Qcall;LM tha t the Council has taken early action in laying the 

scientifio and methodological basis for monitoring pollution, 

partiO'Ularly in the North Sea and the Baltio, ti:rough the 

\.,rorking Group for an International Study of the Pollution of the 

North Sea and its effects on Living Resouroes and their :~xploitation 

as well as through the ICES/SCOR vlorking Group on the Study of. 
'. 

Pollution of the Bal~ic Sea; 

d.oo.io,§1l tha t the said Working Groups be developed, after the 

forthooming oonolusion of the ongoing introductory stage of 

their work, into bodies to be in oharge both of the preparation 

of arrangements. for any appropriate field work and of the 

contiriuing oolleo ting 1 summaris iug and c1 issemina t:lon of the availa b1e, 

pertinent soientifio informatton in the field of marine pollution and 

related faotors to the Advisory Committee on Marine Pollution and there­

by to the Member Governments and those intergovernmoni;al organization;;; 

requesting such information and advice from the Council. 

. ~ 



The 1i'isheries Improvement Committee roo ommends tha t 

A(8) A Woriing Group should be established to 

a) identify the effects (direct or indirect) and their 
international implications of different methods of 
marine sand and gravel extraction on fisheries 
particularly in the North Sea, English Channel and 
the Bal tic; 

b) review techniquGs for studying these effects; 

c) compare national codes of praotioe for the oontrol 
of dredging aotivities. 

The Chairman of the Group should be Mr }~Tp Lee and it 

should hold its firs t m'3eting in 1974. 

ACe) A "Sympos ium on Changes in North Sea Fish Stocks and the ir 

Causes ll should be organised by ICES in 1975 along the 

plans outlined in Doco CoM.1973/F:44. The Committee would 

weloome ihclusion in the programme of a consideration of 

the possibility of eutrophication, particularly in the 

southern North Sea. 

A (9/6) (~/ the Working Group on the Introduction of Non-Indigenous 

Marine Organisms should meet as soon as practicable ( 

to consider further the proposed introduction of 

~acroc~ti~ to France in the light of the detailed 

assessment prepared by Perez Q1 al.~ taking into 

account the discussion of this question at the 

6lst Statutory Meeting of ICES. 
/ t 

1/, ) 

// (' ( 



The Fisheries Improvement Committee recommends that 

C(l) more attention be given in the research programmes 

of member countries to predators, parasites and diseases 

which might affect fisheries and especia~ly culture systems. 


